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Winners announced at the 2019 Revolut everywoman in Travel Awards 

Celebrating the skills, innovation and leadership of women in travel  

 

Today, the travel industry celebrated outstanding talent from the UK and beyond with the 

announcement of the 2019 Revolut everywoman in Travel Awards winners. The awards celebrate 

inspirational women whose attitude, work ethic and commitment to supporting other women are 

making a positive impact on this rapidly evolving industry.  

 

Despite an ever increasing pool of female executives working in the travel industry, only 10% of C-

Suite roles are currently occupied by women, and just 18% of board members are women. Whilst the 

recently published Women in Hospitality 2020 Report highlights a 2% increase in diversity since 2018, 

it cites a lack of senior role models and an exodus at middle management level as key barriers to 

achieving gender parity*.  

 

At a time when the travel industry is being shaken by Brexit, the demise of the traditional travel 

agency model, and changing consumer habits, 2019 saw the introduction of a new award, the 

Disruptor Award, recognising a woman who is challenging the status quo in an unconventional and 

innovative way.  

 

Special recognition was given to the overall Woman of the Year – Komal Tekchandani, Head of IT 

and Business Change at Heathrow -  whose work to deliver change in an engaging and inclusive way 

has attracted global recognition, including from the Microsoft CEO, Satya Nadella, who named Komal 

as one of his “top global change makers”. Komal has led a Digital Workplace transformation at 

Heathrow, which has encouraged innovation and built capability across the organisation, from front 

line colleagues to the CEO. Her aim from the start has been to empower and inspire others, to spark 

innovation and transform ways of working.  

 

The awards also honoured a Pioneer of the Year, Susannah Cery of Our Tribe Travels, for her work 

inspiring others to broaden their travel horizons through her creation of a community that champions, 

encourages and enables adventure travel for families.  
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*NEW FOR 2019* Disruptor Award 

sponsored by Celebrity Cruises – Awarded to a woman who is challenging the status quo, in an 

unconventional and innovative way.  

• Deborah Potts, Founding Director, Summit Advisory and Marketing Director, Elman Wall 

from London, who is a leading dealmaker in the world of travel M&A. One of the first 50 

women in her Cambridge college, Deborah started her career as a Club 18-30 rep, before 

building a £26 million tour operator and agency.  Deborah is proud to be a Family Holiday 

Association charity Ambassador and to have initiated the 500 for 500 travel industry wide 

campaign which successfully raised £250k in 2016 

 

Karen Gill MBE, Co-Founder, everywoman, comments: “Our research shows that access to female 

role models is a major source of inspiration for 74% of women, who cite them as inspiration to develop 

their own careers**. This is why visible female talent is essential in all industries – you can’t be what 

you can’t see. The travel industry has traditionally been a huge employer of women, but this is still 

not being reflected at a senior level. We firmly believe that by showcasing the success stories of this 

year’s winners, we can effect real change, encouraging women to progress in their careers and 

achieve their ambitions.”  

 

Thomas Tudehope, Head of Public Affairs, Revolut Ltd, comments: “Revolut is thrilled to be 

supporting the 2019 everywoman in Travel awards and to have celebrated its inspiring winners today. 

These individuals have demonstrated a passion for the industry, as well as a dedication to building a 

dynamic and diverse workforce. At a time of global challenges and industry change, it has never been 

more important to recognise those who are continuing to adapt and build successful organisations that 

provide employment to millions.” 

 

Jo Rzymowska, Vice President & Managing Director UK & Ireland and Asia Celebrity Cruises, said 

“Congratulations to Deborah Potts for winning the everywoman in Travel 2019 Revolut Disruptor 

Award! 

We are honoured to sponsor this award which is all about challenging the status quo in an 

unconventional and innovative way, which epitomises Celebrity Cruises and our passion for celebrating 

diversity and inclusion. We are so proud to be affiliated with everywoman and their network of 

incredible women; the stories we have heard today will serve to educate, inspire and drive a future 

generation of female business leaders. Congratulations to all the nominees for their fantastic 

contribution to the travel industry.” 
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Sources: 
*Women in Hospitality, Travel & Leisure 2020 Review  
**Examining the pipeline (everywoman) 
 
About everywoman 
ENGAGING, ADVANCING & RETAINING WOMEN IN BUSINESS  
everywoman is an expert in the advancement of women in business. We provide leading edge products 
and services designed to enhance the existing potential and talents of women in business 
globally. Since 1999, we have developed highly acclaimed events, elevating female role models and 
high-quality training programmes, helping to shape tomorrow’s leaders and their teams. 
 
Our learning and development platform, the everywomanNetwork, stretches to tens of thousands of 
members in over 100 countries, enabling women and male ‘ambassadors of change’ to access first 
class development resources anytime, anywhere. The digital platform has been shown to have a 
positive impact on the way women view their own careers and future progression, whether that’s with 
their current employers or as entrepreneurs. 
 
Our clients include companies from a diverse range of sectors who want to develop and retain a 
pipeline of female leaders, through to individual women who are committed to driving their future 
success and inspiring others. To find out more visit www.everywoman.com.  
 
About TTG Media 
TTG Media is a multi-platformed B2B media business connecting all sides of the travel industry through 
our website ttgmedia.com, a series of events and our portfolio of print magazines. Built around the 
Travel Trade Gazette, the magazine for the travel trade still publishing every week after 64 years, the 
100% independent business publishes other magazines including the quarterly ttgluxury and bi-monthly 
Routes News, published under contract for the global Routes aviation forums. Flagship events the TTG 
Travel Awards and the TTG Top 50 Travel Agencies programme are complemented by the TTG On Tour 
series of travel agent roadshows, TTG LGBT events, TTG 30 Under 30 events and ttgluxury events 
including the annual ttgluxury seminar and Luxpo events for luxury travel agents. ttgmedia.com 
 
ABOUT REVOLUT  
Revolut was launched in July 2015 by former Credit Suisse and Deutsche Bank investment bankers, Nik 
Storonsky and Vlad Yatsenko, as a digital alternative to the big banks. While the finteach initially drew 
in customers by allowing them to spend and transfer money abroad without rubbish fees, the company 
has since attracted over 7 million customers in Europe with its spending overviews, budgeting 
controls, savings features and cryptocurrency exchange. To date, Revolut has raised approximately 
$340 million in funding, from noteable venture capital firms including Index Ventures, Ribbit Capital, 
Balderton Capital and DST Global.  
www.revolut.com  
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